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SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW

In this issue:-

The Haven Night Shelter
The Island Church
Who are ICC?

AIDS in Cambodia
More than 92 percent of the 
Cambodians living with HIV/
AIDS were provided with anti-
retroviral (ARV) drug treatment 
last year, a 7 percent rise over 
2007.

With this, Cambodia is coming 
closer to its objective of 
making ARV drugs available 
to nearly all who need them by 
2010, Mean ChhiVun, director 
of the National Centre for 
HIV/AIDS, Dermatology and 
STDs, was quoted by English-
Khmer language newspaper the 
Cambodia Daily as saying. 

“We now cover 92 percent. Our 
target is 97 percent in 2010. The 
universal access target is about 
85 percent, but for Cambodia, we 
want to provide anti-retroviral 
treatment for all,” he said. 

“The treatment was given free 
of charge last year to 31,989 
patients, including 3,067 children, 
in 77 government-run health 
centres and partner organizations 
in Cambodia”, he added. 

According to official figures, 
around 100,000 Cambodians have 
died of HIV/AIDS since 1991 and 
some 120,000 now live with the 
disease.
 
The kingdom has brought its 
prevalence rate down to below 
0.9 percent from the peak of 3.3 
percent in 1997. 

The economic downturn
“Some 500,000 Cambodians 
have been affected by the global 
economic downturn”, English-
language daily newspaper the 
Phnom Penh Post quoted the 
International Labour Organization 
(ILO) as saying. 

“Another one million are expected 
to feel the pinch in 2009”, said 
an ILO report of economic 
assessment of the kingdom. 

ILO predicted 19,000 job losses 
in the garment sector and 25,600 
in construction, as well as 5.1 
percent growth in gross domestic 
products (GDP) in 2009. 

Border Dispute
Cambodia and Thailand have 
agreed to withdraw the remaining 
troops on their disputed border 
to avoid a repeat of last year’s 
clashes near a 900-year old  temple.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, speaking to reporters after 
meeting Thai Defence Minister 
Prawit Wongsuwan, said they 
agreed to jointly demarcate the 
area where four soldiers died in a 
fire fight last October.

“There will be no more military 
confrontation in that area,” Hun 
Sen said. He added the two 
neighbours would work together 
to develop the area for tourism.

“I told the Thai delegation that 
this is an historic moment. We 
have solved the problems today so 

there will be no troubled legacy 
for our next generations,” Hun 
Sen said.

Prawit, who was accompanied on 
the trip by Thailand’s top military 
brass, told reporters: “Everything 
is OK. No problems.”

One Thai and three Cambodian 
soldiers died in last year’s 
exchange of rifle and rocket 
fire, which both sides accused 
the other of starting. The Preah 
Vihear temple has been a source 
of tension for generations.

Sexual Health Campaign
Health workers in Cambodia are 
launching a new campaign aimed 
at spreading safer sex messages 
among the country’s female 
entertainment workers.

The nature of the sex industry 
in Cambodia has changed, with 
many brothels being closed down 
and a new emphasis on the beer 
gardens and karaoke bars where 
girls work as hostesses.

Two children from S21 found
Researchers have found two of 
four living former child prisoners 
of Tuol Sleng prison (S21), one 
week after evidence first emerged 
suggesting they were still alive.  

Brothers Norng Chan Phal 
and Norng Chanly, have been 
confirmed as two of the five 
children identified in archival 
footage donated by Vietnam 
last month. 

Cambodia News             compiled from various sources

Photo courtesy of Nigel Goddard

New SAO Cambodia members (see page 6)
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Editorial - God is always faithful

Dear Friends,

The news is full of the world’s financial woes and how we are all 
having to tighten our belts.  Of course the recession affects us in SAO 
Cambodia with the falling value of the pound against the US dollar 
impacting our spending power in Cambodia, effectively making both 
our team members and their work more expensive to run. 

Its heartbreaking to see how the poor of Cambodia are hit by rising 
prices, when we have to buy less, they can afford none at all.  As the 
demand for clothing has diminished by a quarter, some of the garment 
factories, which have provided a means of income for many, are 
cutting production and therefore hours, or closing altogether.

But its worth remembering that while we must rein in our spending 
our God is still reigning over the world’s finances.  We in SAO 
Cambodia continue to trust in His provision, even as we worry over 
the bank balance and take difficult decisions about spending.

We have always endeavoured to be efficient in our work.  We seek  to 
partner with others on the mission field to make good use of skills and 
optimise use of scarce resources.  Why reinvent the wheel or duplicate 
facilities?  This is why we joined International Cooperation Cambodia 
in 2000 (see page 11 for who our partners are).

Throughout this quarter’s magazine you will also read about others 
with whom we have joined to serve God together.  Some 
of these relationships are formal agreements, others 
more casual, but all are valuable to make good use of 
what God has given us in our service for Him.

 Geoff Collett - Executive Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Congratulations to Thavy on 
her wedding to Heang Sopheanith on Dec 
19th.  You may remember Thavy from her 
visit to the UK, with a Rajana coworker, 
last year, publicizing the work and running 
workshops.  

We wish them both a very happy life together.
The Rajana 
Association is a 
local, non-profit income generation 
and skill training project that 
produces fair trade products, 
blending traditional Cambodian 
skills with contemporary designs.

Rajana gives Cambodian people 
the opportunity to be trained in 
the production and marketing 
of traditional and contemporary 
crafts, so that they can earn income 
for themselves and provide for 
their families.
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A big thank you to those of you who responded to our questionnaire about 
how we are perceived and how we communicate with you, our supporters.  
We always welcome feedback on how we provide information about our efforts 
to serve the people of Cambodia.  We want to enable you, the UK church, to 
be closely involved and informed about what God is doing.  Your comments 
are very helpful and we hope to be able to incorporate some of the changes 
you have suggestedwhen we re-launch our mission in the near future.

As this magazine is being prepared, Khang Kek Ieu, 
known as Comrade Duch, is preparing to take the stand on 
Feb 17th to answer charges of crimes against humanity.

“What makes Duch interesting is not what he did during the Khmer 
Rouge, but what he did since,’’ says Richard Rogers, ECCC’s 
(Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia) officer-in-
charge of the defence support section. “The fact that Duch has 
confessed and showed remorse makes him very, very unique.’’ 

“He has made a personal transition that is compelling,’’ adds Rogers. 
“What is the appropriate sentence for a man such as Duch?’’ 

Such a public admission of guilt for the war crimes committed, is a 
transformation not seen in the other four Khmer Rouge (KR) leaders 
who are awaiting trial.  Ieng Sary (KR Foreign Minister), his wife 
Ieng Thirith (KR Minister of Social Affairs and Action and sister 
to Pol Pot’s wife) and Khieu Samphan (KR Head of State) all deny 
involvement in the atrocities committed during their years in power.  

Pol Pot, the leader of the KR for the bulk of their existence, died in 1998 whilst under house arrest, enforced 
by Tak Mok, then leader of the KR remnant in Northern Cambodia, during internal power struggles.  Ta Mok 
himself died in prison in 2006,  after seven years of detention by the Government of Cambodia after the KR 
finally collapsed in 1999.

Duch, a former Maths teacher, became Commandant of S21, the extermination camp at Tuol Sleng, 
Phnom Penh, once the Khmer Rouge came to power in 1979.  Under his direction 17,000 men women 
and children were killed because they represented a ‘threat to the Khmer Rouge regime’.  After the Khmer 
Rouge were ousted Duch disappeared into the refugee camps on the border, to resurface as a school teacher 
near Battambang after his wife was killed in an attack. He attended meetings by an evangelist and made a 
profession of faith in Christ, was baptised and became a lay pastor.  During the 1997 coup he fled fighting 
returning again to the refugee camps.  On his return to Cambodia in 1998 he worked for World Vision in the 
NE of Cambodia where he was found and interviewed by journalists.  He confessed to his true identity and 
was arrested by the authorities.  Since his capture he has remained in jail awaiting trial.  It is reported that he 
intends to cooperate fully with the court process.

What he will say; what Cambodia will make of his repentance and how the Cambodian Christian community 
will react, will all be revealed over the duration of the Khmer Rouge trials, likely to last many months.

“What makes Duch interesting is not what he did during the Khmer 
Rouge, but what he did since,’’ says Richard Rogers, ECCC’s 
(Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia) officer-in-
charge of the defence support section. “The fact that Duch has 
confessed and showed remorse makes him very, very unique.’’ 

“He has made a personal transition that is compelling,’’ adds Rogers. 
“

Such a public admission of guilt for the war crimes committed, is a 
transformation not seen in the other four Khmer Rouge (KR) leaders 
who are awaiting trial.  Ieng Sary (KR Foreign Minister), his wife 
Ieng Thirith (KR Minister of Social Affairs and Action and sister 
to Pol Pot’s wife) and Khieu Samphan (KR Head of State) all deny 
involvement in the atrocities committed during their years in power.  

Remember  Linda Chisholm from Prison Fellowship Cambodia?  She spoke at 
our Conference last year, blessing us all with her stories of what God is doing in 
some of the darkest places in Cambodia, the prisons.

Linda will be in the UK for a few weeks in April, speaking at various venues to 
support PFC and the SAO team who work with her (Graham and Deth Symons).  

We will put details of her itinerary on 
the web as it becomes available. 
  www.saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia
Registered Name: Southeast Asian Outreach

UK Charity Number: 293382

UK HEADQUARTERS
SAO Cambodia,  Bawtry Hall,  Bawtry, 

Doncaster,  DN10 6JH, UK

Executive Director: Geoff Collett
e-mail: g.collett@saocambodia.org

Telephone: 01302-714004
Fax: 01302-710027 
e-mail: admin@saocambodia.org
Web address: www.saocambodia.org
Operations Director: Ivor Greer
 i.greer@saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia, c/o ICC,  PO Box 612, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Tel:  +855 23 215200
email: jacqui.heasman@aptus.co.uk
SAO Field Facilitator: Jacqui Heasman

TRUSTEES
David Adams,  Dr Peter Brierley, Keith Bushell, Bob Dixon, John Heard, 
Denzil Jarvis,  Tim Martindale, Rev John Wallis,  Zoran Sulc.

GENERAL INFORMATION
SAO Cambodia is an evangelical inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of 
the Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The Object is to promote the 
Christian faith and relieve poverty and distress among the peoples 
of the country of Cambodia.

SAO Cambodia is a member of International Co-operation 
Cambodia (ICC), Global Connections, the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Cambodia (EFC) and British NGO's for Development (BOND). 

VISION  for Cambodia: Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn.  News 
for Praise and Prayer is issued with VISION magazine

DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs through gifts from Churches, 
individual supporters and funding agencies and events. All 
donations are acknowledged unless otherwise requested. General 
gifts may be allocated to the greatest need, although donors can 
indicate a preference.  Funds given for a specific appeal will be 
used for that purpose. 

We invite individual donors who pay UK tax to complete a Gift Aid 
Declaration Form (obtainable from the Bawtry Office). This will 
enable us to claim back from the Inland Revenue tax already paid 
(currently 28% of the gift).   Cheques should be made payable to 
“SAO Cambodia” and sent to the Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, Market Place, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/c: 69404054; Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/c name: SAO Cambodia

AUDITORS
Ian Pickup & Co,  123 New Road side, Horsforth, LEEDS LS18 4QD

SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@saocambodia.org
Web site: www.saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia with six 
other Missions and through International Co-operation Cambodia 

(ICC)

Thavy 

Thavy and Nith in one of the many sets of 
wedding clothes for their marriage.

Questionnaire

Luke Ch6 v37? 

Please pray that God’s name will be glorified
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In Cambodia we work in 
partnership with other missions 
under ICC (see page 11) 
conducting development projects 
across Cambodia.  The million 
dollars required to fund the 
projects, comes from large funding 
partners.  But the support  that 
keeps our team in country comes 
from you, our supporters.  

We are grateful for 
the generous and 
sacrificial giving 
that you have made 
in previous years.  

SAO is eager to partner 
with like minded mission 
organisations, seeing 

strength in cooperation and 
sharing  skills and resources, 
with more opportunities to 
serve God’s purposes.  It is a 
good model too, for Cambodian 
society.  So we are pleased that 
we now have two team members 
working within  Prison Fellowship 
Cambodia, an organisation 

which we have supported 
financially in the past.  We 

also mention in this magazine 
a number of 

different people 
and agencies we 
work with on a less 
formal basis.

In the UK the office team, as 
well as supporting the field team, 
has been busy raising 
awareness of Cambodia 
and mission in general 
amongst the churches and 
in schools too.  We have 
also been helped by visitors 
from Cambodia, with the visit of 
Thavy (Page 2) and Nimul from 
the Rajana Association.

Sarah, our Youth and Publicity 
officer, led a Youth Team from a 
Doncaster Christian ethos school 
in the summer.  She was also 
involved in a mission tour of 
some of the Universities in the 
United Kingdom. 

We also had a conference at Bawtry 
Hall in April 2008, where we were 
blessed by the ministry of Trevor 
Ramsey from Northern Ireland and 
Linda Chisholm (see page 3) from 
Prison Fellowship Cambodia.

We continue to be affected by the 
fluctuations in the global economy.  
Some prices have come down in 
Cambodia after the huge rises in 
fuel and food, but still remain 
substantially higher than they 

were.  This had an impact 
on our team at a time 
when we could not raise 

allowances due to the drop in 
the value of the pound.  The 

money donated to us now buys 
a third fewer dollars than this 
time last year!

Our cash surplus is 
exhausted and we will 
not be able to run a deficit 
next year.  We are cutting costs 
where we can and embarking on 
activities to enable us to attract 
more supporters. The financial 
challenges that face us are major, 
but our God is greater and we 
continue to hold to His promise to 
lead us and provide all our needs.

  THANK YOU FOR STANDING 
ALONGSIDE US. 

Detailed accounts are available on 
application to our office.

What we spent your money on in the year to Sept 2008:-

The bare figures in the box below 
do not reveal the challenges we have 
faced and the many lives that the 
work of SAO Cambodia has touched 
over the year to September 2008.  
So here are some details from the 
year to help you get a feel.

Here is a story 
about Zach...
..which really touched my heart.  
I hope it will bless you today.  
Zach has always had a heart 
for suffering children in the 
world and wants to be not only 
a zoologist, but a missionary to 
children - planning to have an 
orphanage and a zoo side-by 
side!  He also asks us nearly 
every day when we are going 
to adopt some children.  He 
plans to have a whole houseful 
of them when he grows up.  
Anyway, we were at Wall Mart 
recently, shopping for slippers 
(as life in stone buildings is 
rather chilly and cold feet are 
a common occurrence).  We 
were able to find cheap ones for 
his brothers, but Zach had to 
get men’s size and that meant 
$10.  We put them in the cart, 
but I could tell something was 
bothering Zach.  We continued 
our shopping, but as we passed 

the shoe aisle again on our way 
to pay, Zach took his slippers 

from the cart and hung 
them back on the rack.  I 

asked him what he was 
doing.  He told me that 

it bothered him to buy 
slippers for himself 

when he could take 
a street child from 
Cambodia off of 

the street for 
one whole 

week 
with 

that 
same 

money.  
He said 
that as we 
shopped, 
he told 
God “If 
you want 
me to put the 
slippers back 
and send that 
money to Cambodia, 
just lead Mum to walk by 
the aisle where we got them 
again.”  When I took that route 
to the check-out, he put them 
back.  He hasn’t said a word 
about it as his brothers wear 
their slippers around the house.  
He just said, “I can wear socks 
to keep my feet warm”, which 
is exactly what he does. 

He then began collecting every 
cent he could find to send to 
Cambodia.  He emptied his 
own bank, asked for donations 
from his brothers, etc. Within 
a month, he had collected 
$69.12.  His goal was to send 
$70, so my husband and I 
gladly gave him the last $0.88.  

He was so thrilled to go to the 
finance office on Christmas Eve 
and send the money to WEC 
Cambodia! 

 It made this mother’s heart sing 
with joy!  I pray that he will 
always have that passion for the 
lost and suffering and be willing 
to sacrifice to reach out to them.

£

£

£

£

£

£

fluctuations in the global economy.  

allowances due to the drop in 

What we spent your money on in the year to Sept 2008What we spent your money on in the year to Sept 2008:-:-

Here is a story Here is a story 

the shoe aisle again on our way 
to pay, Zach took his slippers 

from the cart and hung 
them back on the rack.  I 

asked him what he was 
doing.  He told me that 

it bothered him to buy 
slippers for himself 

when he could take 
a street child from 
Cambodia off of 

the street for 
one whole 

week 
with 

that 
same 

money.  
He said 

Cambodia off of 
the street for 

one whole 
week 

with 

me to put the 
slippers back 
and send that 
money to Cambodia, 
just lead Mum to walk by 
the aisle where we got them 

Cambodia off of 
the street for 

one whole 
week 

with 

Tim Paton, a friend of SAO 
Cambodia, works for WEC in 
Phnom Penh, reaching out to 
the many children who live 
in the slums, collect rubbish, 
are orphaned or abused.  The 
Bridge of Hope gives them an 
opportunity to be children for 
a while and talk about their 
problems in a loving and safe 
Christian environment.  

Tim also speaks around the world 
motivating people to get involved 
in Mission.  This article is from 
a letter he received from a mum 
after a visit to the States. 

Do you know a child who, given the chance to understand the value of what they have and the needs 
of others, may be motivated to give?  To keep a child off of the streets of Phnom Penh for a month 
costs just one pound a day.  Go to  our web site www.saocambodia.org to see how this can be done.

Have you reviewed 
your will recently?

Legacies are invaluable to 
SAO Cambodia financially, 
as well as a way of people 

making a contribution to God’s 
work in Cambodia, after they 

have gone to be with Him.

Why not spend one of these 
cold winter evenings inside in 
the warm, seeking God’s will 
for your earthly legacy and 

updating your will?

A third 
fewer 

dollars!
In the UK
well as supporting the field team, 
has been busy raising 
awareness of Cambodia 
and mission in general 
amongst the churches and 
in schools too.  We have 
also been helped by visitors 
from Cambodia, with the visit of 
Thavy (Page 2) and Nimul from 
the Rajana Association.

Sarah, our Youth and Publicity 
officer, led a Youth Team from a 
Doncaster Christian ethos school 
in the summer.  She was also 
involved in a mission tour of 
some of the Universities in the 
United Kingdom. 

We also had a conference at Bawtry 
Hall in April 2008, where we were 
blessed by the ministry of Trevor 
Ramsey from Northern Ireland and 
Linda Chisholm (see page 3) from 
Prison Fellowship Cambodia.

from you, our supporters.  

£INCOME 2008 (£)

Gift Aided Donations  
Reclaimed Tax
Churches & Trusts
Other giving               
Legacies 
Fund raising     
Interest 

Total   

                 
EXPENDITURE 2008 (£)

Admin                    
Publicity                
Operations 
         
Total                   

Surplus (deficit)        (£18,746)

from you, our supporters.  from you, our supporters.  

 94,248
24,287
56,492
50,569
17,171
9,121
2,077

-------
253,965

 24,185
18,618
229,908
-------
272,711

Tim seeks inspiration while the team 
pray...

... and God gives him the right words to 
say to bring a smile!
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The transition from our original drop 
in day care centre to night shelter 
started off really well even though I was 
not there, being at home in the UK for a 
brief period helping my daughter in a 

remote 
part of 

Cornwall, 
with her 

new baby 

The doors opened at night 
on December 1st.  The staff did 
a great job.  The photo on 
the right is of a group of 
ladies sitting listening 
to Seoun, the centre 
manager, talking from 
the Bible.  Laughter  
resonates from within the 
building.  It is now a place 
where “grannies” as we usually 
call them can receive a nutritious 
meal without having to beg on the 
streets of filthy markets. 

It is a place where they can sleep 
in safety away from attacks by 
thugs, robbers and rapists; away 
from the elements, be they the 
heat, cold, rain or filth that they 
are used to.  It is also a 
place where they 
can wash away 
the grime of 
the day from 

their bodies and 
clothes; a place 
where they can 
receive the loving 

message of 
the gospel and 
finally a place 
where they can feel 
cared for and valued as precious 
people in their own right.

Having received my project 
proposal, our financial backers 
seem a lot happier with the 
project.  I am praying that they 
will continue to finance us 
beyond the six months that they 
agreed to last November.

However as with all new projects we 
are experiencing a few problems and 
are about to make a few changes.  
Some of the grannies have stopped 
coming.  This was a shock especially 
as the request for a night shelter 
came from them.  After praying 
and talking with the staff it became 
apparent that we could not simply 
change from day to night in the same 

way that we had been.  If 
we are to serve them 

we need to do so 
in the way that 
reflects their 
needs.  God 
spoke clearly to 

me from Isaiah 
61: 4-5.  These 

changes are now in place 
and we hope to see them returning, 
soon.  Of course with the seasonal 
festivities here such as Chinese 
New Year they do tend to return to 
their villages, taking back their hard 
earned money to whatever family 
they have.

Two of our regulars have been 
unwell lately and Seoun took them to 

a clinic.  This particular clinic 
had a dental team visiting 

from Korea who saw them 
both as well.  One has 
no upper teeth so she 
was delighted to be told 
that they would make 
her a dental plate for 

free.  When she saw me 
later I had such a big hug 

whilst she proceeded to tell 
me all about it and praised God 

every other word.  Truth be told,this 
was the only part I could understand! 
This lady is one that has no family 
and used to sleep under a taxi in the 
local market.   

Please pray that we might be 
granted God’s wisdom in how to 
meet the needs of these folk who 
have so little.          

Back in November, one old lady, whose 
arm had been healed when we prayed 
for her, (she had been unable to move 
her arm for several months due to a 

bad break) had a dream.  She said that 
in her dream a lot of old people were 

sitting together in a circle at the centre 
and then going to sleep all night. She 

said that that was what she wanted and 
would we pray to God for it. She was so 
excited when we then told her that we 
were hoping to open a night shelter.

remote 
part of 

Cornwall, 
with her 

new baby 
son.  

The doors opened at night 

Pam Lucas from Worcester, is an SAO Cambodia 
affiliate and has been language learning and 
helping on various projects in recent years.  She 
is now involved in a Care centre for the elderly. 
The old who have no family, or whose families 
are too poor to support them, are reduced to 
begging on the streets.  Here they are exposed 
to robbery, abuse and the elements.

Photo courtesy of Nigel Goddard

The Haven night shelter

Imagine an old lady who has no family, just poor friends in a rural 
village. She has no teeth, she stands just 4 foot high, she sleeps under a 
taxi near a market.  Having survived the horrors of the Khmer Rouge, 
the Vietnamese invasion she now finds herself begging on the streets 
of Phnom Penh for survival; where she is at the mercy of gangs who 
abuse and rob her.  She has no protection from the forces of law who 
often round her up put her onto a truck and dump her somewhere 
outside the city in a place unknown to her.

Jesus said: “I tell you the truth. Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers (and sisters) of mine, you did for me” Matthew 25:40
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After serving for over a decade 
in Cambodia, Wati and Arenla 
have applied and been accepted 
for SAO Cambodia membership!

Wati has been lecturing at Phnom 
Penh Bible School since its early 
days, recently serving as Vice-
Principal.  He will continue there 
until the end of the academic 
year before moving to other 
work.  Over the years that he and 
the family have been in Phnom 
Penh they have been close to 
many of our team members 
through the home groups they 
have facilitated and churches 
they have attend.

Arenla is currently juggling 
her role as a mum to the boys 
with a role at the Women’s 
Commission at the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Cambodia.  The 
Women’s Commission seeks 
to help Christian women to be 

involved in transforming 
communities in a holistic way.  
They run social programs at 
hospitals and prisons, motivate 
and encourage women into 
leadership within the church and 
to form women’s groups and run 
seminars on family issues and 
happiness.

The Longkumers come from 
the north-eastern province of 
India called Nagaland and are  
supported faithfully by the Hong 

Kong Baptist Church.

In case you are wondering why 
Luka is wearing an England shirt, 
the family spent 18 months in 
the UK  while Wati studied at 
the Oxford Centre of Mission 
Studies.  He will be back to 
do further courses during the 
coming summer.

During this visit he will be 
available to come and share 
with anyone who is interested 

about the work they 
have been doing in 
Phnom Penh.

So we want to extend 
the hand of fellowship 
to Wati, Arenla and the 
boys, to let them know 
that they are welcome 
within the SAO family.  
We feel privileged to 
have them and trust our 
partnership will bring 
glory to God.

We trust God will 
continue to lead them 
and bless them in their 
work for Him in the days 
to come.

SAO Cambodia will be partnering
with the Wycliffe Engage programme
to run a team trip this coming July for ALL OVER 18yrs.

We hope to see something of the work of missionaries 
engaged in linguistics and multi-lingual education work 
and the programme they support to translate the Gospel 

into minority 
languages.  This 
will entail visiting 
the far corners of 
Cambodia and 
meeting mission 
staff and tribal 
people in their 
homes.

In addition, we 
will plan to do 

a practical project to help a needy cause in Phnom Penh 
as well as visit the tourist sites, jungle areas, villages, 
mountains and the coast.

If you are interested in joining this team, please apply 
to Wycliffe UK Engage programme via their web site at: 
www.wycliffe.org.uk/engagecambodia.html

As plans firm up we will publish more details about 
the programme and costs on this web site and our own.  
Places will be limited so sign up early to guarantee being 
able to come on a potentially life changing trip to see 
what God is doing in the country of Cambodia.

Please pray for the Mission 
Awareness Visit. This year Ivor 
Greer and his wife Carol are 
leading a group from an AOG 
Bible College at Mattersey (close 
to Bawtry).  Mattersey College 
has a programme that requires all 
its students to spend two weeks 
during each year of their course 
on a Missions Trip. After a visit 
to the College last year by Linda 
Chisholm of Prison Fellowship 

Cambodia (PFC) 
they were keen to 
add Cambodia to 
the choices being 
offered. The Team 
will spend some 
time getting to know 
the work of PFC, 
fi nd out more about 
the Night Shelter 

(see page 6), visit 
the Mekong Island 
Ministry (see page 10) 
and continue some 
painting begun by the 
Youth Team last July 
with the “Water of Life” project. 

There will also be opportunities for 
ministry at the Phnom Penh Bible 

School (PPBS) and several local 
churches.

Pray for the safety and that God 
would both use and speak to them.

Mission 
Awareness 
Visit 21/3 - 6/4

about the work they 
have been doing in 
Phnom Penh.

So we want to extend 
the hand of fellowship 
to Wati, Arenla and the 
boys, to let them know 
that they are welcome 
within the SAO family.  
We feel privileged to 
have them and trust our 
partnership will bring 
glory to God.

We trust God will 
continue to lead them 
and bless them in their 
work for Him in the days 
to come.

Wati, Chizuk, Luka and Arenla with a young lady student who is currently staying with them.

A warm welcome to 
the Longkumers 

Wati lecturing at Phnom Penh Bible School

Is it for me? 

Are you over 18? Do you believe that 
God’s Word can transform individuals and 
communities? Could you live in a village 
and learn to speak a language?  Want to 
know what it is like to live and work cross-
culturally as part of a literacy team?  Or how 
literacy impacts people’s lives?  Find out 
how Bible translation and literacy projects 
can impact the church and the community. 

Or do you know someone 
who might benefit from this experience?  
Maybe a young adult in your church who God 
might be challenging to come to the Mission 
Field in Cambodia.  This could be the means 
by which they are motivated to discover 
God’s plan for their life and you could be part 
of their process of exploration. 

Engage - Cambodia  
       2009

On the back row,Jamie, Ivor, Carol and on the front row Monika, Rose, Angela
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Rose Ellen writes: I can hardly 
believe that the first month of 
2009 is already over!  As 2008 
ended, we were filled with joy that 
our prayers of almost seven years 
were finally being answered.  In 
our little Island house church, we 
celebrated Christmas in our own 
place of worship. It is just a simple 
shelter at the moment, but to us it 
was a Cathedral, as we had prayed 
for this for seven years! 

Early last year, the little group 
of adults began to believe it was 
possible, to plan and to give, in 
earnest, to build a shelter on a 
small plot of the land.  One of 
the church members has loaned 
the land for 3 years.  It took nine 
months to save enough to build the 
shelter at the right.  We are now 

saving each week to be 
able to put walls on it and 
do the floor.  But we meet 
there each week. 

The Christmas celebration 
saw abut 200 kids pack in 
and sit on the floor with 
about 40-50 adults behind 
them and standing around. 
All the neighbors within a 
kilometer heard the whole 
service as someone had 
rigged up a loud speaker 
and pointed it outwards.  
Needless to say, an “open-air” 
church draws many on-lookers as 
they walk or bicycle by on the lane 
in front! 

We also celebrated our first 
wedding, there. Sopea, whom 

we also 
mentioned 
in our 
last letter, 
accepted 
the Lord 
in Oct. 
and was 
married, 

on January 4th, to a young 
man from the Island. Seiha 
accepted Christ two years 
before.  Dan and I were asked 

to stand in as her parents, 
since they couldn’t come to the 
wedding; so Dan gave her away.

We are sad to say that Toic, a 
friend whom we had found at his 
home waiting to die from cirrhosis 
of the liver, passed away a couple 
of weeks after he left the Christian 
hospital we took him to. For a 
week there, he experienced such 

love and care and really did not 
want to return home.  He had 
accepted the Lord though, and 
he even had his mother reading 
the Bible to him.  He could 
have perhaps lived longer, but 
unfortunately, his mother in her 
ignorance and superstition gave 
him some of the witchdoctor’s 
medicine that he had left behind 
and two days later he died.  But 
at least we know that he is in 
heaven with Jesus.  His mother did 
come to the Christmas celebration 
though. Please pray for her to 
come to know Christ.  

Rose Ellen writes: I can hardly saving each week to be 

accepted Christ two years 
before.  Dan and I were asked 

to stand in as her parents, 
since they couldn’t come to the 
wedding; so Dan gave her away.

We are sad to say that Toic, a 
friend whom we had found at his 
home waiting to die from cirrhosis 
of the liver, passed away a couple 
of weeks after he left the Christian 
hospital we took him to. For a 
week there, he experienced such 

Rose Ellen and her husband Dan work for Trans World 
Radio (TWR) in Phnom Penh.  Along with Charia You 
and her Aunt, Kim San Neang, they are supporting 
a church on an island in the River Mekong.  SAO 
Youth teams have visited and held meetings with 
the children and we support the work directly by 
funding Kim San to work a day a week on Church 
ministries, one of which is the Island outreach.

The Island Church ministry
ICC is the partnership of agencies 
that run most of the development 
projects we are involved with.  
For more information about 
these projects (listed in the red 
hexagon) visit our web site at:

 www.saocambodia.org 
and click on ‘projects’

mentioned 
in our 
last letter, 
accepted 
the Lord 
in Oct. 
and was 
married, 

Please pray for the work of TWR, whose 
broadcasts are a lifeline to isolated 
Christians living in remote parts of 

Cambodia.
Pray too for Kim San in her work with the 

Island Ministry and with ICC. (Some of 
you may remember her visit to the UK)

Several of the  M
    issions have interests and involvem

ent in Cam
bodia   that must lie outside of the work of ICC because    
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SAO Cambodia works almost entirely in 
Cambodia and the UK, although we retain a 
small involvement with a church in Thailand.  

Our mission is to  demonstrate and proclaim 
Christ’s  love and Lordship, with a special focus 
on the poor and marginalised.  We want to see 
spiritual, physical, social, and emotional healing 
and growth.  In the UK we seek to raise awareness 
of Cambodia, its peoples and their needs and serve 
our team members practically. Outside of ICC we 
partner with these programmes:-

   SAO CAMBODIA

The Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission (FELM) 
is a Lutheran mission 
organisation. Its headquarters 
are in Helsinki, Finland. 

They have about 153 
missionaries working in 
almost thirty countries in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and 
Latin America working 
primarily with Lutheran 
churches and some 
international Christian 
organisations.

InterAct is a church and mission movement based 
in Sweden with a vision to see “growing churches 
bring the whole gospel to the whole man all over 
the world”.  It is a fellowship of 330 churches, with 
a total of 30,000 members, who work together to 
see this vision fulfilled, in Sweden and throughout 
the world.  Some 150 missionaries are engaged 
in InterAct´s international ministry, in over 40 
countries.  InterAct describes its identity as baptist, 
evangelical, charismatic and mission-oriented. 

Normisjon is a Norwegian 
missionary society.  It 
was established in 
2001 by the merger of 
two long established 
missions, the Norwegian 
Lutheran Inner Mission 
and Norwegian  Santal 
mission.  The organisation 
is an independent movement 
within the Church of 
Norway, and now one of the 
largest mission operations. 
They work in 13 regions of 
the world.

Danmission was founded by people from 
the Danish church from a merger between 
the Danish Missionary Society and the 
Danish Santal Mission as an autonomous 
organization in order to reach people 
outside Denmark as well as the immigrant 
and refugee population in Denmark.
 
Their job is to give people the opportunity 
to encounter the Christian faith and help 
them to improve their living conditions. 

Who are International Cooperation Cambodia?

SIL was founded over 70 
years ago and is a faith-based 
organization that studies, 
documents, and assists in 
developing the world’s lesser-
known languages. SIL’s staff 
shares a Christian commitment to 
service, academic excellence, and 
professional engagement through 
literacy, linguistics, translation, 
and other academic disciplines. 
SIL makes its services available 
to all without regard to religious 
belief, political ideology, gender, 
race, or ethnic background.

Glossary
Rajana Association - Selling local craft
SAO MAO - Craft shop
FLD - Farmer Livelihood Development
WDO - Wholistic Development Organisation
TEEAC - Theological Education by Extension
EFC - Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
For more information about these programmes
visit our web site www.saocambodia.org

HOSEA, SKY, SPPA, 
RIDE, SMILES, PARCE 

ACTS and READ

Prison Fellowship, Rajana, HOPE 
School, SAO MAO, Haven Night 
Shelter, FLD, WDO, Bridge of 
Hope, Water of Life, TEEAC, 
PP Bible School, EFC, LOGOS                    
School and many others
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ICC 
partnership

Our shared work 
in Cambodia

A few who met to thank God the week it was finished

Sophie Adams talks to the children during an SAO Cambodia Youth team visit


